Garvestone Geography Policy
Geography Aims
To develop pupils’ understanding of natural, man-made and social environments.
To provide pupils with a range of vocabulary to describe the features of the environment and the processes that shape it.
To introduce pupils to the role and value of maps in observing, understanding, interpreting and valuing the world, from local to global perspective.
To engage pupils’ creative and critical thinking about change, both locally and globally, and the implications for the future.
Why is Geography important?
Geography helps us to make sense of the world around us, better understand the places we live in, learn about and visit, why they matter and how they are
connected to a globalised world.
Through geography, we encounter different societies and cultures and learn to appreciate the incredible diversity of landscapes and peoples.
In geography, we face questions of what it means to live sustainably in an interdependent world and learn to value and care for the planet and all its
inhabitants.
When is Geography taught?
Geography is taught through thematic units. The attached overview (Appendix 1) maps out which thematic units feature this subject and the Long-Term Plan
(Appendix 2) clearly shows the objectives taught.
How is Geography taught?
Geography is taught through a combination of subject knowledge, geographical skills, enquiry and fieldwork. Learning takes place both inside and outside the
classroom.

Where do we learn about in Geography?

What do we learn about in Geography?

We learn about the following locations:-

We learn about:-

Asia
China
Russia
India
Egypt

Landscapes
Human and physical features
Landmarks
Physical systems and processes
Environments
Settlements
Biomes
Climate
Land use
Environmental issues
Sustainability

Africa
Madagascar
South Africa
Benin
South America
Brazil
Peru
North and Central America
Europe
Scotland
Greece
Rome
Australasia
Fiji
Arctic Circle
Local Geography

How do we assess and monitor Geography?
Assessment is an ongoing process in the classroom as teachers observe pupils’ oral and written responses. Opportunities for assessment exist in medium term
plans and are built into all activities. When a new unit is introduced the title and supporting materials are displayed to a class. Pupils use their existing knowledge
to summarise what they already know about the topic and consider what will be taught. At the end of a unit pupils are encouraged to reflect on their learning
against unit knowledge ladders. As a class a theme review sheet will be completed (Appendix 3)

The learning objectives and outcomes within each lesson offer teachers opportunities for checking progress. Consistency of judgment is ensured by using skills
ladders (Appendix 4) and advice by the coordinator. The main method of assessing children’s knowledge, skills and understanding is through the use of
Assessment for Learning. Parents are informed of curriculum coverage in a curriculum newsletter sent out each term and the progress achieved by their child in
the end of year report.

Appendix 1

Appendix 2
Pathfinders Geography Coverage

COME FLY WITH ME!
LAND AHOY!

UNITY IN THE COMMUNITY

ARCTIC CIRCLE
•

•
•
•
•

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns
in the United Kingdom and the location of
hot and cold areas of the world in relation to
the Equator and the North and South Poles
To know what the Arctic Circle is and be able
to locate the Arctic Circle on a map
To understand about the weather and
climate in the Arctic Circle
To learn about the Inuit people group and
their customs and traditions
To learn about the Aurora Borealis
(Northern Lights)

•
•
•
•

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of
the world in relation to the Equator and the
North and South Poles
To name and locate the world’s continents
and oceans
To name and identify key physical features,
such as: beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain,
ocean, river, vegetation
To use simple compass directions (North,
South, East and West) and locational
language (e.g. near and far) to describe the
location of features and routes on a map

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To learn about the geography of the school and the key human
and physical features of its grounds and immediately
surrounding environment
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise
landmarks and basic physical features of the local area
To know the key human features of the local area, including
appropriate vocabulary such as city, town, village, factory, farm,
house, office and shop
To know the key physical features of the local area, including
appropriate vocabulary such as beach, coast, forest, hill,
mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley and vegetation
To know how to locate the school on a map
To learn about how places have become the way they are and
how they are changing
To recognise changes in the environment and identify how the
environment may be improved and sustained
To learn about significant historical events, people and places in
the locality

National Curriculum Objectives = Blue

Adventurers Geography Coverage

COME FLY WITH ME! AFRICA

•
•
•

Locate the world’s countries
To know the location of the
continent of Africa and identify
its largest countries
To know about some aspects of
African culture

UNDER THE CANOPY

•
•

•

PICTURE OUR PLANET

•
Locate the world’s countries, concentrating environmental
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and
major cities
Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude,
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the
Prime / Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and
night)
To learn about the Amazon rainforest

•
•
•
•
•
•

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe
and North and South America, concentrating on
environmental regions, key physical and human
characteristics, countries, and major cities
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography
To know some key facts about Brazil, Scotland and Fiji
To know some of the physical features of Brazil, Scotland
and Fiji
To know some of the human features of Brazil, Scotland and
Fiji
To understand some of the traditions and customs of Brazil,
Scotland and Fiji
To understand how Brazil, Scotland and Fiji
are tackling conservation issues

National Curriculum Objectives = Blue

Navigators Geography Coverage

COME FLY WITH ME! AMERICA

•

•
•
•
•
•

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on
Europe and North and South America, concentrating on
environmental regions, key physical and human
characteristics, countries, and major cities
To be able to locate North and Central America, including
some of the different countries and states
To learn about the discovery of America
To know about the Native Americans
To know about the weather and climate of North and
Central America
To identify the famous landmarks of North America, both
physical and human

FULL OF BEANS

•
•
•
•
•

•

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography,
including distribution of natural resources including energy,
food, minerals and water
To learn about different types of beans
To know how and where in the world beans are grown and
how to plan an experiment to grow beans
To know about different energy sources and where they
come from
To learn more about non-renewable and renewable energy
and the advantages and disadvantages of each source
To learn how to save energy and understand the effect this
will have on the environment (local /national / global level)

GLOBAL WARNING

•
•
•
•

To understand the meaning of the term
‘pollution’
To learn about water pollution and its
effects
To learn about air pollution and its
effects
To understand the link between waste
and pollution

National Curriculum Objectives = Blue

Appendix 3

